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Technically, Rabbitstick was started in 1975 by Larry Dean Olsen (Outdoor Survival Skills) and
Richard Jamison (the Woodsmoke series of books and videos). It ran until 1978 and was put away for
awhile, until David Wescott, then owner of Boulder Outdoor Survival School, resurrected it in 1988. It
is now considered the oldest and largest gathering of primitive skills practitioners in the world. Steve
Watts, past president of the Society of Primitive Technology, calls Rabbitstick the “Mother Church”
for primitive skills teaching. If you want to see the best in what primitive skills are all about, make
your way to Rabbitsick, or it’s sister event, Winter Count, held in Arizona each February for the past
17 years.
In 1989, Cody came north from Prescott with some of his friends to attend a 7-day skills course at
Boulder Outdoor Survival School. His head instructors were David Wescott and David Holliday. His
friends were signed up for a second course to be taught the next week, but Cody didn’t have the money
to pay the tuition, so he was going to just hangout for the week. The David’s, seeing a fire in Cody’s
eyes that is rare in many of today’s students, offered him a course in exchange for something Cody
could produce later. The offer was accepted, and the rest is history. When Cody showed up at his first
Rabbitstick that same year, he brought with him a beautiful stained-glass panel that he had made. In
fact, that panel still hangs in the window of the BOSS field office in Boulder, Utah, 22 years later.
Cody has been a regular at every Rabbitstick and Winter Count since he first started coming in
1989, missing only two Winter Counts recently due to filming Dual Survival. He has attended as both
a student and teacher. Experts in their fields are encouraged to share their skills with students and each
other at these events. But, only the foolish would fill their time teaching and not take advantage of what
others had to offer. It is through Rabbitstick that Cody met such notables as Mountain Mel DeWeese,
Mors Kochanski, Jim Riggs, John and Geri McPherson, Richard Jamison, Larry Olsen, Frank Turley
and many other famous “survival” and primitive skills instructors.
This meeting of the masters and collaborative learning model has offered hundreds of practitioners,
including Cody, the opportunity to learn skills at a depth and pace unheard of through any other way.
You need to know Cody to see that this way of sharing has rubbed off on his own style of teaching.
You will never see Cody take credit for inventing a method of doing something if he is able to credit
the source that provided his training. Of course we all modify what we learn and make it our own, but
paying tribute to one’s teachers is rare among most “experts” in today’s market.
Cody has been a welcome and respected addition to the staff of instructors at both Rabbitstick and
Winter Count. Cody shares that respect for those he has met over the years, and has spread a tradition
of excellence and authenticity to the viewing public that can’t be seen anywhere else in today’s media.
If you don’t believe it, come check it out for yourself and see him in action.
David Wescott
Owner, Backtracks, LLC

Keeping Traditions Alive !

Letter of recommendation
and proof of training from
Dave Wescott, organizer of
Rabbitstick and Winter Count,
author, and managing editor
of the “Bulletin of Primitive
Technology” magazine.

Verification of my teaching
at Prescott College, Prescott,
Arizona. I founded their
primitive skills curriculum
which is still active today.

Proof of my training Ecosa
Institute students for more
than a decade.

Recommendation from
Yavapai College, Prescott,
Arizona.

Another ALSS custom course.

Teaching disaster response
personnel survival skills at
the FEMA headquarters in
Emmitsburg, Maryland, 1998.

ALSS, LLC filing papers, seven
years too late . . .

One of hundreds of custom
courses given over the
decades.

Letter of recommendation
and proof of training from
Mors Kochanski.

Teaching Native American
youth primitive living skills,
1992.

A letter of recommendation
and proof of training from
Dave Ganci, desert survival
trainer for Special Forces,
author, etc. 1992.

Cool rejection letter from
President Clinton’s office for
my second book, When All Hell
Breaks Loose.

Rejection letter from
Mountaineers Books for
98.6 Degrees. The book has
since sold tens of thousands of
copies and continues to
be a best-seller nearly
ten years later.

